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Parent and Child group ‐ 'drop‐in' on Fridays

Calendar
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Thoughts before Easter

It's early Spring. The light has returned to the mornings and evenings, pale and hopeful,
beaming through the still bare branches of trees at whose feet little crowds of snowdrops
gather. Daffodils push up through the cold earth looking for the sun. The full blossom of
May and the warm days of June still seem far off. Now is the time of that great heave of
Nature, rousing itself after Winter's sleep. Every leaf waits, tightly packed in its bud, ready.

Isn't it something, when you stop and think about it, that this happens without fail every
year? This mighty returning wave of greenery rolls across the earth and perhaps as easily as
we breathe or our hearts beat, each tree unfolds itself to the sky.

Perhaps it's no wonder that in ancient times people recognized this annual miracle in great
festivals. The Greeks, in the Mysteries of Eleusis, at the beginning of Spring, celebrated the
return of the goddess Persephone from the underworld.

The story goes that Persephone had been out picking flowers when Hades, lord of the

underworld, king of the dead, kidnapped her and stole her down beneath the earth. Winter
then reigned and nothing grew until Persephone's mother, Demeter, found her daughter
and brought her back to the light. But having eaten the fruit in the underworld,
Persephone was doomed to return for a part of every year. And so, over the Winter months,
nothing grows. Then, each Spring, she returns, spreading her veil of life over the woods and
meadows.

In celebrating this event, the Greeks, like all other foundational cultures, recognised a
connecton between the natural, human and spiritual worlds.

In the Easter story we are presented with a similar image: a God dies, nailed to a bare
wooden cross; he's sealed in a tomb of rock, he goes into the underworld... and then

returns, bringing back life not only to the natural world, but also to the human soul.

So we're invited at this time of year to think about renewal and rebirth in Nature, in
ourselves and in society.

It was Rudolf Steiner's intention that Waldorf education should be a force of renewal in a
crumbling world. After the destruction of the First World War and the materialism of the
19th century, he sought through education to sow the seeds for a more human future.

Children come into the world full of curiousity. They want to discover it, know it,
participate in it. How we present things to them as teachers and guardians can either open
up this process or shut it down. From the way in which we speak to our children or set
them examples, will they feel that the world is already 'complete', decided and indifferent
to them? Or will they learn that they are actually responsible co-creators of the evolving
world around them?
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Children's Questions

Rudolf Steiner encouraged the teachers in the first Waldorf school not to teach the
children using lots of fixed concepts and ideas but to use lively, mobile, imaginative
examples as much as possible; to characterise, describe and invite playful participation. In
this way, we don't hand the children down pre-packaged 'ready-meals' of information but
invite them into a process through which they can build meaningful relationships to the
world and develop their own agency. Steiner tried to ensure that we wouldn't lead the
children down into the grey 'underworld' of fixed and hardened ideas but to plant in them
an inner Spring, giving them the flexibility, inventiveness, curiousity and resilience to thaw
and rejuvinate the winters of life.

In the article below, on a theme which very much continues andadds to this discussion, A. C.
Harwood, one ofthe founders ofthe first Steiner school in the UK, invites us to think about how the
answers we give to children�s questions can preserve or shut down the child�s curiousity about the
world. It was published in 1936 in a magazine ofWaldorfeducation called �ChildandMan, � and
althought it is clear in places that it was written nearly a century ago, it�s fundamentalmessage still
holds true.
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Class 8 trod the boards at The Musical Museum in Brentford...

The Firebird
by Evan Guilford‐Blake
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more photos from The Firebird
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Hedgerow planting project
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Class 12's astounding eurythmy project performance in February
(you'll have to excuse the image quality and performance space and see beyond the photo

to the movement behind it!)

https://www.thecockpit.org.uk/show/the_importance_of_being_earnest


Feb & March 2024

12

Festivals last month in Kindergarten

We started the month of February with the
celebration of Candlemas, and the children
enjoyed making beeswax candles and wooden
candle holders. The children have been observing
the small changes in nature with curiosity and they
loved seeing the snowdrops flowering in our
garden. A welcome reminder that Spring is coming!

We celebrated the Chinese New Year and made red paper lanterns, fans and dragons. The
children helped to decorate our kindergartens for the occasion with Chinese adornments
and enjoyed a feast, eating with chopsticks, and delicious sweet rice cakes.
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Congratulations, Sarah!
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Class 4
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Community, notices and adverts
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