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Class 7 Head for the Stars!  

Well the planetarium at Chichester to be precise. We 
enjoyed this visit enormously  and it added to the 
experience of the astronomy main lesson which the class 
stated as being one of the best main lessons ever! However 
this is debatable as it was followed by a physics main 
lesson led by Sarah Houghton. We explored gravity, levers, 
pulleys and created our very own Heath Robinson marble 
track.  

The Planetarium pulled all the aspects of Space, wonder, 
myth and gravity together in one action packed afternoon 
and we had our very own trip to the moon. 

Sending Stars of Bethlehem to you all this Christmas, from 
Carla, Lila, Alice, Soline, Olivia, Sophia, Lucien and Mrs 
Alexander.

Above: Advent Window Decoration Mania  
swept across the school - some artwork 
from Class 6. 

Left: Middle School braving some very Chilly  
Rehearsals in St George’s Church led by 
Mrs Alexander



The Certificate of Steiner 
Education for University 
Entrance 
As you know our High School students have been 
enjoying great success with the Certificate of Steiner 
Education when it comes to university entrance.   
Over the past two years all of our university applicants 
have been offered places on courses of their choice, in a 
range of subjects from Art History to Computer Security 
to Psychology, at the University of East Anglia, Warwick 
University, Bristol University and Royal Holloway, 
University of London.  

 In addition, students from the Norwich Steiner School 
have been offered places at university to study Maths 
with Computer Science, Computer Graphics & 
Photography, Music and Music/Art, with the same 
qualification.  This term we are proud to announce that 
one of our Class 12 students has been invited for 
interview at Cambridge to study Physics.  We are 
delighted that this prestigious institution has recognised 
our work in this way and that the certificate (which has 
always been accepted for university entrance) is 
becoming more familiar to universities internationally.   

Most of our current Class 12 students will be submitting 
their university applications through UCAS in January, 
and we look forward to supporting them through this 
and updating you with more good news.

THIS SATURDAY! 
The Paradise Play 

followed by  
The Shepherds Play 

  

Saturday 16th December 3pm
Steiner House

Park Road 
Marylebone   NW1 6XT

Free Admission

For those of us who have already 
seen the unique Oberufer Plays  - 
the Medieval Grandaddy of all 
nativity plays -and much more 
besides - it is hard to imagine that 
there are some among us who 
have yet to bathe in its heart 
warming advent-infused musical 
glow. Set to the music of the late 
Brien Masters. Not to be missed.

Class 12 students take         a break (tableaux style) from writing and workshopping 
their plays.



Poetry by Class 10 
  For the last four weeks of term Class 10 has been studying Poetics.  During this block 

we have looked at a variety of styles of poetry, from ballads, to limericks, to sonnets, to 
villanelles — to name but a few.  We have looked at rhythm, metre, rhyme scheme, and 
themes, pondering why ballads tell such dark stories in such skipping rhythms, and 
why sonnets, with their open emotion, are so strictly structured.  In amongst our 
studies, the students have been writing their own poems, exemplifying different poetic 
forms.  This is but a small selection of their work. 

— Stella Ottewill

The Boy and the Woodsman’s Daughter by Cameron Curry 

A woodsman passed through the forest; 
Startled screams rose up in chorus. 

He flew through the maze of bush and tree 
To find a women drained of glee. 
As he stood over her lifeless shell 
Another scream rang like a bell. 

He gazed up into the old oak 
And what he saw brought him to choke. 

An infant hung from a tree’s arm, 
The woodsman feared he would come to harm. 

And as he carried to safety the weak,  
The defenceless child he decided to keep. 

And as his own the child was raised, 
Along with a his daughter who stole his gaze. 

Alas! his happiness was not to last, 
For the conspiring cook shall break his fast. 

For the cook was truly an evil witch  
With a dark appetite like a bad itch. 

For now the cook planned to boil the boy, 
The flesh of which would bring him joy. 

When the two took heed of this plan, 
They gathered their things and away they ran. 

Over the hill and across the brook  
To avoid the witch’s plan to cook. 

When their safety was believed to be true  
The daughter said "never leave me and I nae leave you”. 

So they stood in affectionate pose  
And changed into a tree of rose



 Three Haiku by Leila 
Osman 

Look out the window 
The sun is streaming 

gaily 

A deceiving ruse 

“I’ll see you later” 
“Hope not 

sporadically” 
New words did baffle 

The cat lay dormant 
She sat like the world 

was hers 
It probably was 

Sonnet by Charlotte Beugelink 

As days grow short and darkness begins its 
rule, 
’Tis then that there’s a change in atmosphere; 
Candles are lit, as night outside is cold, 
For the peaceful time of advent is here: 

The evergreen wreaths and cut mistletoe, 
Golden bells, red hearts and silky ribbons 
Are hung to give the world a Christmas glow. 
Oh advent - the Christmas preparation. 
Now the day is here and the time has come, 
When families and friends all come together 
To celebrate Christ’s birth with carol song 

And gifts, cake, tea and a tree in all its 
splendour. 
Time is spent sharing memories, whilst those 
Church bells ring; love and laughter fill the 
homes.

Example of Alliteration and 
Assonance  
by Caspian Azarmi 

Being non-chalant to the rennaissance 
clouds, 
While sweeping swiftly above sleepy 
crowds. 
The milky, silky untamed afloat, 
As the pale sails like a dandelion boat.



 

My Ballad (Titanic) by Yves Ingledew 

The water cold and icy rose, 

The people died while deep a-doze. 
As the ship filled to the brim, 
People jumped for a deep, dark  swim. 

It snapped and cracked into the deep. 
The back rose up as people weeped. 

As the life boats moved away, 
They knew there was no other way. 

The power failed, the lights went pale, 
As equipment sparked and failed. 
The back slipped down beneath the wave. 

The rest of them faded away.

Mike by Constance Kelly 

He was a bristly ginger beard, 
That scratched one’s cheek like a scouring sponge 

When he hugged you. 
He was eating mountains of extravagant dinner, 

And sitting there, long after the food had run out, 
Because the chatter had not. 

He was giggling at obscene anecdotes 
And howling at juvenile gags, until one’s stomach 

ached 
And the real adults looked on in disapproval. 

He was of impulse and unlikely talent, 
of arbritrary indulgence. 

He was a bristly ginger beard, 
That scratched one’s cheek like a scouring sponge.



The High School this term


  
Class 10 students have had Main 
Lesson blocks in Ecology, Research 

Skills, Ancient History, Mechanics, Poetics, 
German and Chemistry. Arts blocks have 
been Eurythmy, Clay Modelling/Drawing 
from ancient artefacts, and Painting. 

Class 12 have some choices in their 
Main Lessons, so each student has had 
some compulsory blocks - 20th Century 
History, Modern Drama, Philosophy & 
Economics, Film Studies, Evolutionary 
Biology, and Architecture - plus a chosen 
selection from those offered: Research 
Skills, Drama, Calculus/Mathematics, 
Physics, Modern Literature, Art and 
Spanish. Students have also been working 
on personal projects and   some have 
begun the process of applying to university.



Farewell Dan! 
We are sad to mark Dan and his Family’s departure for Sussex at 
the end of term - we are sorry that Dan is leaving.   
We wish to thank him for all he has done for our School 
Community, our buildings and our grounds. We want to thank 
him for all his suggestions and solutions that have enhanced our 
daily lives. 
We wish him and his lovely family well in their forthcoming move.  
Michael Hall are lucky to be receiving them back into their fold. 
Our loss is their gain. 



EURYTHMY NEWS 
Parents’ Eurythmy Class  

These will continue after Christmas on 
Thursday mornings from 8.45 to 9 .45am and 
will start again on Thursday 18th January: 
Insightful learnings and Awakening 
consciousness through moving. 

Children’s Eurythmy Club  

These will continue on Wednesday afternoons 
3.00 to 3.50pm and will start again 
Wednesday 17thJanuary. 

Workshops: 

On Sunday 18th February 2018, I will be 
holding a Eurythmy workshop for adults in 
the Eurythmy Room at Steiner House. 

RETREAT: 

I will be holding a Eurythmy Retreat at Rydal 
Hall in the Lake District from the Monday 16th 
to Friday 20th July 2018. Places are limited so 
please book asap to secure a place at the 
B&B. 

Festivals: 

School Eurythmy Festival: Friday morning 11.00 to 
12.30pm on the 23d March 2018 

YEF (Youth Eurythmy Festival) 

Friday 23d March at 3.00pm and Saturday 24th 
March 2018 where Waldorf schools from all over 
the UK will join to celebrate eurythmy and share 
their work. Classes 5 upwards from our school will 
be sharing their wonderful work too. Which 
classes on which days is yet to be confirmed but 
do keep these dates in mind when booking your 
holidays as this is a wonderful opportunity to 
support the growth of eurythmy in the UK, and for 
our children to engage in it beyond the limitations 
of their own school experiences.

Great excitement grew around the 
school’s trusty line painter as Class 
8 swung into action marking out a 
new court for the forthcoming 
Netball club. While the painting of 
curved lines remains a tightly 
guarded industry secret, the 
students were forced to admit that 
for marking our corners, Greek 
Geometry has its uses…

Pythagoras Actually 
 Useful After All!



 

The 
Advent 
Fair� 
The light of our 

Advent Fair is still raying into our last 
weeks of term.  

The Advent Fair does not start on the day of 
the event.  It starts weeks before – once the 
date has been set and parents come together 
and start thinking about what their class will 
be involved with and how much they are able 
to offer.  

For the children, the fair probably starts the 
day before at school: the teacher prompts 
“Let’s tidy up for the Fair!” and the children 
exclaim “Yay!”  This is probably the only time 
in the year that they are so excited about 
tidying up.  

The children anticipate the fairs as the big 
events of the year not only because of all the 
treats but mainly because of the lovely mood 
that is really heart-warming.  This year Class 
5 and 6 swept leaves in the courtyard to clear 

it for the fair (with 
the inevitable short 
breaks of ‘diving’ 
into the piles of 
leaves) and there 
was a real 
atmosphere of joy 
throughout this 
activity. 

 Regardless of the 
challenges of our 
limited space and 
getting people 
together, the parents 

of our school community organised this year’s 
fair with such care that it couldn’t but be very 
successful.  This success is not measured by 
the funds raised, even though they are 
absolutely valuable to our school.  

We can all recognise the success of the fair by the 
warm feeling that it creates within us as we walk from 
stall to stall, and more importantly, by the enthusiasm 
in the children’s faces.    

 Advent, as the word suggests, is a time of 
preparation and joyful expectation and this year’s 
Fair was a beautiful manifestation of this. 
  
A heartfelt THANK YOU to Lisa Clewing and to all the 
parents and friends who helped. We truly appreciate 
all your efforts. 
  
Merry Christmas to you all and a Happy New 
Year! 

Eleni Karakonstanti 
On behalf of the College of teacher



 

For me, the Holy Nights stand apart from the 
rest of the year. Somehow they both 'don't 
count' and 'count more'. Even in the busy days 
of Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, I try to 
carry inwardly the significance of this pause in 
the year and to imagine things beyond the 
mundane. There is such a contrast between 
the brightness and busyness of Advent, and 
the quiet of Christmas Eve and, perhaps even 
more so, the days between Christmas and 
New Year; once Christmas is over, there is no 
expectation to socialise, so it can be a time of 
inner contemplation. In the daily evening 
meditation suggested by Rudolf Steiner for 
teachers, we can reflect on and acknowledge 
what didn't go so well, try to understand why, 
and make resolutions about what we need to 
change tomorrow. In the Holy Nights, we can 
do the same thing for the whole year just gone 
and the year ahead, so that we enter the new 
year with intention and resolve based on 
thought. 

Q: What Do the Holy Nights Mean to You?

The 12 Days of Christmas we know and sing of 
every year - the Nights however are less often 
spoken of. From Christmas Day until January 
6th  -  between the Nativity and the Epiphany, 
can be considered to be a time when, in the 
darkness and stillness, the veil between 
‘ordinary life’ and a quiet inner space is 
magically lifted, where insight into our journey 
and a sense of renewal can come about  - if we 
are open to it and pay careful attention. These 
nights are also a time of year to set intentions, 
to plant seeds, and to go inward - forward -  in 
meditation.

In the darkness of Winter’s night, when the great 
breath of the Earth Mother finds its greatest point 
of inhalation, human beings are afforded the grace 
to touch into both magic and miracle. In the pause 
between her mighty in-breath and out-breath there 
is a still-point of rest. This still-point has long been 
known as the Holy Nights. In these blessed Nights, 
the angels circle the globe as if in a great cosmic 
dance. They long to speak to listening human 
hearts.

I sometimes feel at this time of year that the world is like a giant ear, or that there are hidden eyes 
watching, waiting. It is as if the earth stops and holds its breath, so that that other world which is 
close to this one can be seen or heard more clearly, glimpsed only for a few vanishing seconds upon 
waking, or settling like a golden mantle on the people and scenery around us. 
I remember being on the underground rumbling in the dark beneath the city and seeing a mother 
smiling at her boy. It was the Nativity, there in front of me halfway between Baker Street and 
Waterloo. 
Sometimes when walking in the woods at Christmas near where I grew up I will stop and listen in the 
still and frosty air. And even though the whole green humming world of the summer has vanished, 
the silence is very loud. The place seems charged, expectant, and I imagine fires in halls beneath 
the earth, and secret music, and wonder who and where the king of these woods is. 
At this time of year the heart’s door stands open, and I try more and more to hear what it has to say 
about the year just passed, and the year ahead.



Landwork 
From the start of the academic year I have been 
working with class 2, 5, 6, 7 and 8 in the 
outdoors. Fortunately, until the most recent cold 
spells, we have been blessed by clear skies and 
lovely weather to work in. 

With class 2 we have planted crocus bulbs in 
the front beds which they have also cleared of 
weeds as best they can, we have raked many a 
pile of leaves and planted some hedgerow whips 
of hawthorn, blackthorn, dogwood, hazel and 
rowan, near the horse field. 

With class 5 we have been working on the herb 
and future-dye garden area; weeding, tidying 
and setting paving slabs for the portacabins and 
planting window boxes with Sweet Williams, 
cyclamen and winter pansies to give some 
winter colour. The step area has a weekly scrub 
and tidy up. I am quite amazed how they love to 
clean those steps! We have also tidied up the 
greenhouse ready for the Spring and moved a 
few wheelbarrows of gravel around in the car 
park and filled some holes in the drive. 

Class 6 are in charge of pathways and 
driveways this year; we started with the pathway 
to the park gate and have continued on with the 
school driveway. Here they have been clearing 
the area behind the drive fence using loppers 
and secateurs to remove ivy and anything 
growing over and into the fences. They have 
also been painting the fences using both 
brushes and more recently a paint sprayer which 
they enjoyed using a lot. You will hopefully see 
the additional bulbs planted by class 6 popping 
their heads through along the driveway as 
Spring arrives. Every week we have been visited 
by the horse next door and this has been a 
lovely distraction for us all. 

Class 7 & 8 have been breaking ground in 
preparation for their own growing areas at the 
back of the school grounds.This is extremely 
hard work clearing brambles, taking up turf and 

starting to turn the soil and it will soon be nourished 
with compost and manure. Class 7 also helped clear 
the ivy along the courtyard wall ready for the 
installation of electrics down to the woodwork room 
while class 8 have helped clean its roof in 
preparation for it being sealed to the elements. 
Class 8 have helped construct a new composting 
area so there is more space for class 3 to garden in 
their fenced off area. I will be working with class 3 
more next term helping with their farming and 
building project. 

Class 5 & 6 also had a session each juicing apples, 
thanks to Nancy for the apples and kindi for the loan 
of their apple juicer. In Advent spirit all my afternoon 
groups have made orange pomanders to take home 
and an ivy wreath for their classroom door making all 
the classrooms smell wonderful. 

All classes have been very busy for an hour each 
week and will continue with their work next year. 
Hard work, as we know, is very important for 
landwork and it can be more challenging for some 
than others. So please do support your children in 
their seasonal activities on the land. They need good 
work clothes that they don’t mind getting dirty, 
wellies and garden gloves. 

In the next academic year, the students will move 
tasks. Class 7 will have the benefit of two growing 
seasons on their land. Class 6 will take over class 8s 
space and class 5 will move on to more Roman 
tasks…. 

In the meantime over the holidays I would like to 
invite parents to help these classes with a gift of 
nourishment to the soil and some forking/digging 
over of their land and painting of fences. The class 5 
herb garden and class 7 & 8’s growing spaces could 
do with a helping hand as can the driveway fence. 

So I invite you all (the more the merrier!) on 
Saturday 6th January 2018 from 
11am-4pm to do some landwork and stirring 
to support our childrens’ work and nourish 
our school gardens. Please bring a dish to 
share. 

If anyone would wish to volunteer regularly for 
an afternoon (2-3) or morning of work (11-1) you 
would be very welcome. Firstly, speak with me or 
email: 
sarahhoughton@stmichaelsteiner.hounslow.sch.
uk so I can arrange suitable times. 

If anyone has a spare spade, fork or any kind of 
gardening tool at home they don’t want then we 
would give them a loving home here. A shed would 
also be useful and in the long term a polytunnel....... 

Sarah Houghton 
Science and Gardening Teacher

mailto:sarahhoughton@stmichaelsteiner.hounslow.sch.uk
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During Advent, the children in Class 1 
have each created their own book of 
drawings, and a little writing, from the 
Christmas story.



Class 8 
Some Art and Main 
Lesson Work from 
Class 8 this term, 
where Human 
Anatomy has only 
slightly clashed with 
Advent decorations…



  

PSTDC 2018    

  PPYRITESYRITES--PSTDCPSTDC  
20120188  

An invitation to joinAn invitation to join  thethe  
‘‘Practical Skills Teacher Practical Skills Teacher DevelopmentDevelopment  Course’Course’  

  

      
 

CRAFT IN OUR TIME 
Craft can offer many experiences. A sense of creativity, inspiration and imagination, a means of learning 

through making and a deep sense of empowerment and value. The Practical Skills Teacher 
Development Course aims to inspire, offer an opportunity for re-development and re-deployment of skills 
already acquired. Deepen our understanding for both the educational and therapeutic opportunities and 

value for the practice of traditional craft work and learning through making. 
 
 

           
  

VENUE: VENUE: Wynstones Steiner Waldorf School 
Church Lane, Whaddon. Gloucs. GL4 0UF 

DATES: DATES: Seven Seven weekendsweekends  fromfrom::  January January tilltill  JuJulyly  20120188 
 

COURSE APPLICATION AND FURTHER INFO: 
See separate brochure for further info, dates, content and costs.  

To inquire or apply, please contact: 
Bernard Graves. bernard@pyrites.org 
Tel: 01453 767208. Mob: 07846114768 

www.pyrites.org - for PSTDC Application Form 

 
“Education is a process where the senses inform the mind through doing.” 

Are you a budding Wing Defence? Or 
maybe Goal Attack is more your thing? 
If you are in class 6, 7 or 8, come and join Miss Harrison 
on Mondays after school to find out. 

We will learn and experience all aspects of the game 
including all seven player positions along with the rules. This 
will be done gradually over time and, I believe that, by the 
end of the school year, club members will have acquired the 
skill and confidence to play in a tournament against a team 
from outside the school community. Netball is a game of skill 
and collaboration. We learn together, we play together, we 
reach new heights together.  
This is why I love the game. 
Mondays 3:10 – 4pm 

£4 per session (paid termly in advance) 
Contact: Miss Harrison 
lisaharrison@stmichaelsteiner.hounslow.sch.uk

NETBALL CLUB 
IN THE NEW 
YEAR!



TENT FOR SALE 
(QUECHUA)

*ONLY USED FOR TWO DAYS
*COMES WITH INFLATING PUMP USUALLY SOLD SEPARATELY
*1 BEDROOM - SLEEPS 4 PERSONS

*WEIGHT: 8.7KG
*PRICE: £100 (including pump)
PLEASE CONTACT : 07944447009


