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NEWSLETTER 
 

26th June 2017  
Park Road, Hanworth Park, 

London, TW136PN  
Email: info@stmichaelsteiner.hounslow.sch.uk  

Website: www.stmichaelsteiner.hounslow.sch.uk 
 

Dates for Your Diary  
 
JULY  
Sun 2 (10.30am)  
Soap Making Workshop 
 
Wed 5 (7.30pm)  
Romeo & Juliet  
 
Thu 6  
(11am) End of term festival  
(2pm) Romeo & Juliet  
 
Thu 6 (7.30pm)  
Romeo & Juliet  
 
Fri 7  End of School Year  
 
SEPT  
Mon 4   
INSET DAY (no school)  
 
Tue 5   
INSET SAY (no school)  
 
Wed 6  
First Day of School Year 

ALL the FUN of the FAIR! 
On June 10th the school community gathered together 
for an absolutely beautiful Summer Fair. The weather 
was on our side, the food was delicious, the variety of 
cakes was vast, the coffee fair-trade, the ice-cream 
refreshing, the games fun and the music lovely.  
 
More importantly, however, the air was filled with this 
intangible substance that spreads like stardust over 
everyone and everything which happens when people 
work together for a common purpose. In the same way 
that the ribbons of the Maypole twist and turn towards 
many different directions, our school community 
consists of people of all different backgrounds and 
perspectives. People who try to understand and 
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support each other, through a relationship that grows 
little by little every year. Just like the colourful pattern 
on the Maypole at the end of the dance (or struggle for 
some!), the Summer Fair was a manifestation of this 
relationship. Otherwise there would be no stardust, the 
pattern that the ribbons create would not be obvious 
and the untangling would be impossible.   
 
We would like to acknowledge the efforts of the 
Summer Fair team and express our most heartfelt 
gratitude to all the parents who made the Fair such a 
success. Many children came to school on Monday 
saying “This was the best Summer Fair ever!”, and we 
heartily agree. 
 
So far the fair has raised over £4 000. 
 

A Warm Thankyou from Eleni Karakonstanti (class 4 
teacher) on behalf of the College of Teachers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

May the road rise up to meet 

you. 

 
May the wind be always at 

your back. 

 
May the sun shine warm upon 

your face;  

 
the rains fall soft upon your 

fields and until we meet again, 

  
may God hold you in the palm 

of His hand. 
 
A traditional Gaelic Blessing 

 

 

…….. And so Goodbye 
 

As the School year draws to a close, culminating 
in our High School Play, St. John’s and Summer 
Festivals, it is time to say farewell in fondness 
and gratitude to three of our colleagues. 
 
Firstly, Brian Jacques, 
   A co-founder teacher who had a class 6 when 
our School opened and then after a short break 
was the class teacher of a group of children 
taking them from Class Two to Class Twelve 
(latterly as their class Tutor). 
   Brian has been subject teacher to many other 
pupils over the years. Alongside Amanda he 
researched and in time began our High School 
when we moved to Hanworth.  Together with 
other High School colleagues he pioneered the 
first school outside New Zealand to work with 
the Steiner School Certificate.  
   Brian has been a tutor on the London Waldorf 
Teacher Training Seminar at Steiner House for a 
number of years as well as more recently, Chair 
of the Education Section of the Anthroposophy 
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Society U.K.  
   In this past year he has reached out to our 
Parent body with a well-received study group. 
This aspect of his legacy we fully intend to carry 
forward. 
   Amongst us, his colleagues he is a valued 
friend, the well-loved teacher of some of our 
own children and course tutor and a mentor to 
others. 
   Brian’s on-going deepening of Waldorf 
Education, his steadfastness, quiet strength and 
sense of humour; will be missed by us all.   
   Our School feels a good strong open place to 
be and this is in no small way due to whom 
Brian is and his years of dedication to St. 
Michael Steiner School. 
   Go well Brian; we are heartened that you can 
build on the dream that first led you to the 
education and to us. 
 
Elisa Laera 
   Elisa joined our School in 2014 and taught 
Mathematics and Science in Lower and High 
School. She taught a Main Lesson block on 
Italian in High School as well as being the 
Guardian of Class 7 for a year.  
   Working alongside her High School Colleagues, 
she has developed her subjects as part of the 
Steiner School Certificate. 
   Two memorable aspects of Elisa’s work have 
been a Class 11 trip to Cern in Switzerland to 
see the large Hadron Collider. 
   The second being a Promenade Performance 
performed in our grounds with Puppets of the 
Canterbury Tales with Class 7 which she wrote 
and directed. This was one of the highlights of 
our Summer Festival. 
   Elisa has been a support teacher for some of 
her time with us and has always shown a keen 
and heartfelt interest in all of our children and 
in all aspects of our School.  
   For quite a while now, Elisa has been drawn 
to study Eurythmy and after much 
contemplation she is leaving us to begin her 
training in September. 
   Thank you for all the many ways you have 
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worked within our School and with our children. 
We look forward to seeing your first Eurythmy 
performance in the not too distant future.  
 
Rachel Ford Blanchford 
   Rachel came to our School with her family two 
years ago; it seems much longer as in this time 
she has contributed much to our children, 
community and staff. 
   Rachel has been a strong member of our Early 
Years Team. During her first year assisting, she 
qualified as a grade 5 Steiner Waldorf 
Kindergarten Teacher. 
   During her second year with us she led a 
weekly Parents Craft Group around the Festivals 
and Seasons. She also initiated and ran for a 
time, a Breakfast Club for Class One and 
Kindergarten Children. 
   Rachel has been generous with her time, for 
example offering crafting sessions to her Early 
Years colleagues. These have been productive, 
informative and fun filled. 
   We are delighted that Rachel’s desire to 
become a kindergarten teacher with her own 
group of children will be fulfilled when she 
begins to work at Michael Hall in September.  
We wish you well Rachel and look forward to 
meeting you at future conferences. 
 
Leigha Hipkin for The College/Faculty of 
Teachers 
 
 
 
 

What’s active in our school? 
Last week we celebrated St John’s festival, class 6 were on their trip to 
Hadrian’s Wall, class 3 are building a round house for the kindergarten, class 
5 are preparing to head off to the Olympics and class 7 to their sailing trip, 
class 9 are busy constructing their stage for the class 11 play Romeo and 
Juliet and all classes and staff (wood) chipped in to help prepare the 
gravelled car park being created during the hottest week of the year! What a 
week!                                    By Sarah Houghton on behalf of the College of Teachers 
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Class 9 Building Project – a stage 
 

Some of you coming through the school gate may have heard the sounds of drills, saws and hammers 
coming from the courtyard outside the classroom block. Class 9 are coming to the end of their second week 
of their building project:  to construct an outdoor stage in time for the high school production of Romeo and 
Juliet. 
 
We had many factors to consider as we began this project. The irregular shape of the space, the sloping 
ground, and the wish to make it possible to dismantle the stage for storing.  We took a few afternoons 
discussing, measuring, drawing and coming up with ideas for how we could meet all these factors in the best 
way. We also had to consider economy and come to an estimate for how much wood we would need. 
Finally, the building work began and we encountered the reality between our plans and the situation 'on the 
ground'.  
 
One of the important learning experiences of a project of this kind is to make mistakes. The pupils were 
allowed to do so and then, equally, given the opportunity to think through how to solve them. They also 
experienced the joy that comes with something working well, the frustration when it doesn't, how to work 
together as a group and how to work with each other in different combinations joining together on a task. 
Satisfaction also comes easily when we can see the fruits of our work growing each day. 
 
We have certainly enjoyed working with these extraordinary pupils on this project and we think they've 
enjoyed it, too. 
 
Come see its debut on Wednesday and Thursday, 5th and 6th July, 7:30pm! 
 
Elisa Laera & Brian Jacques 
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Dear St Michael Steiner School Community, 
 

 
As many of you will have already heard, the time has come for me to say a fond farewell as my 
life’s journey takes me back to America after 23 years abroad. During my years at St Michael’s, 
many children, parents and colleagues have enriched my life and I am very grateful to all of you. 
I must specifically recognise my colleagues and co-founders, Leigha and Amanda, as we joined 
together (over many late-night curries) to start this wonderful school 16 years ago.  
 
Soon after the end of our school year, I will be returning to the part of Massachusetts where I 
lived 25 years ago, when I worked on my first biodynamic farm and first encountered a third 
grade from the local Waldorf school visiting us during their farming main lesson. It was then, 
seeing the educational opportunities that the idea of a farm and a school existing together was 
born in me. Over the last year or so, that idea has been rekindling in me and I feel drawn to 
exploring it at this point in my teaching career. In September, I will begin teaching the first 
grade (class 1) class at The Hartsbrook School which has an extensive land and animal 
stewardship programme. 
 
I will certainly keep an ear towards St Michael’s as it continues its course of development and 
wish you all the very best. 
                                                                                              Brian Jacques 
 
 
I became part of our school in September 2014 as a newly trained teacher. Three years later, after 
having taught many lessons in middle and upper school (and after having been taught 
many more lessons by middle and upper school students), I am looking forward to dedicating 
the next four years to my Eurythmy training. Since my first encounter with this art, I felt a very 
strong connection with it and, with time, developed an interest in it that seemed to encompass all 
my other interests. This year, the wish to cultivate more intensively my love for Eurythmy has 
brought me to the decision to leave our school to train full-time. 
 
I feel deeply moved when I think of all you beautiful young and less young people that have 
enriched my every day at St. Michael and I am grateful for all that I have been given the 
opportunity to experience, learn and share. I treasure my time with you as one of the most 
transformative periods of my life. Thank you. And all the best for the future of our school.  
 
                                                                                                                                         Elisa Laera 
 

Oh, these big adventures we take!  Two years ago, when I came to The St Michael Steiner School I 

was welcomed with such love.  I have been able to grow and nurture my individuality as a teacher.  

I have been welcomed as a mother and formed life-long bonds with fellow parents and colleagues 

alike.  As I move towards a full-time teaching position I hold all that I have learned about 

childhood, friendship and love close to my heart.  Thank you for being part of my time here. 

 

                                                                                                                   Rachel Ford Blanchard 
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The St Michael High School will perform their production of Romeo & Juliet  
on Wednesday 5th July 2017 at 7.30pm and Thursday 6th July 2017 at 2pm and 7.30pm,  

in the school in the walled garden.  
Tickets are on sale at reception: £8 each, £6 for pupils at the school. Or you can book them by 

emailing Stella on admin@stmichaelsteiner.hounslow.sch.uk and pay on the door at your 
chosen performance.  

Please spread the word and bring along all your friends and family! 
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Parent and Child Groups – Michaelmas Term 2017 
 

Wednesday  10.30am - 12.30pm   
From 13 September to 18 October (6 sessions) and from 1 November to 
6 December (6 sessions).  No group on 25 October. 
For children from birth to 3 or 4 years.  Pre-book half termly. 
 
Wednesday  1.30 - 3pm    
From 13 September to 18 October (6 sessions) and 1 November to 6 
December (6 sessions).  No group on 25 October. 
For parents with babies to first steps.   Pre-book half termly. 
 
Thursday 10.30am - 12.30noon  
From 7 September to 19 October (7 sessions) and from 2 November to 
7 December (6 sessions).  No group on 26 October. 
For children from birth to 3 or 4 years.  Pre-book half termly. 
 
Thursday  1.30pm - 3pm   Woodland Garden outdoor Forest group 
Commencing 7 September to 19 October (7 sessions) and from 2 
November to 7 December (6 sessions).  No group on 26th October 
For children from birth to six years.  Pre-book by 12 noon weekly. 
 
Friday  10am-12 noon 
From 8 September to 13 October (6 sessions) and from 3 November to 
8 December (6 sessions).  No group on 20 or 27 October.  
For children from birth to 3 or 4 years.   Pre-book half termly. 
 
Fees:  Your first visit to us is free, thereafter we ask you to book and 
pay half-termly.  The Thursday woodland session should be booked by 
mid-day on the day.  The fee for each session is £6.00 or if paid in 
advance for a half term is £33 (or £39 for the 7-session group)  Bookings 
are made through Grace at our Reception:  020 8893 1299 or 
info@stmichaelsteiner.hounslow.sch.uk  Concessions are available – 
please ask at Reception or speak to Leigha.   
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Simplicity Parenting Michaelmas term 2017 
 
Wednesday:  First week 11am to 12 noon, thereafter 8.45am to 9.45am  
14 weeks from 6 September to 13 December.  No group 25 October. 
 
Friday:  fortnightly from 12.45pm to 2.45pm for seven sessions on the following 
dates:  8  & 22 September, 6 and 20 October (Inset day but group will continue), 3 

and 17 November and 1 December.   
 
Saturdays:  seven sessions over the course of the year.  First Saturday session 
from 11am to 1pm on 23 September (Open Day) 
 
Simplicity Parenting is a closed group after the first session.  It should be paid in 
advance, or in installments by arrangement.  The fee is £90 for the whole course.  
Places are limited for each group.  Please book with Leigha Hipkin via the school 
Office.   
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COMMUNITY PAGES 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE SCHOOL DOES NOT ENDORSE OR RECOMMEND, 

EITHER IN GENERAL OR IN PARTICULAR, ANYTHING OFFERED IN THE 
COMMUNITY PAGES AND PARENTS ARE ADVISED TO CHECK THE 

QUALIFICATIONS OF PRACTITIONERS OR PEOPLE OFFERING SERVICES HERE. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

HOPSCOTCH shoe shop… 

I have bought three pairs of shoes so far from 
this lovely local shoe shop in East Molesey 
for Alice and Florence. For every pair of 
shoes bought, £1 is donated to our school. 
Hopscotch knows we are a non-uniform 
school so this offer is for any shoes bought 
from them. Do go and have a look and 
mention our school. 
Arranged by Sarah Houghton 
 
 
 
 

Children’s clothes, bikes and toys 
available…… 

I am having a little clear out ready for the 

summer….so if anyone is interested in an 
Isla bike 16” wheels, a Specialised child 
bike 16” wheels, a KOKUA balance bike, 
a  wooden cooker (kindergarten style), a 
sheepskin pram liner and various 
girls/baby clothes… Sarah Houghton 
07870898175 

 
 

HOME HUNTING 
My name is Kristina and I will teach German in the St 
Michael Steiner School from September. Now I am 

looking for a home/apartment for me, my son (5 
years old) and my husband (artist), close to 

Hanworth Park or Feltham. We are non-smokers, 
quiet and flexible. We would be happy to rent one or 

two bedrooms furnished apartment or share the 
house from the end of July/August.  

Please contact me on my 
email krisbiten@gmail.com or on my phone +351 96 

1300 497
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Last year we were very fortunate to work alongside the Donmar Warehouse 
Theatre on their all-female Shakespeare Trilogy. 
 
Completely set in a female prison this trilogy of plays (Julius Caesar, Henry IV and 
The Tempest), have now been turned into feature films. 
 
TEAfilms were asked by the plays director Phyllida Lloyd (Mama Mia, The Iron 
Lady) to film throughout its run to provide additional footage to sit alongside the 
live capture cameras that filmed the trilogy over two nights. 
 
Now, Julius Caesar is getting a nation-wide cinematic release on the 12th of July 
for one day only (Age 14+). As well as this being really exciting it is also a very 
important production that highlights life in prison and the lack of gender equality 
in the arts. 
 
Please visit the Donmar Warehouse's website for more information: 
https://www.donmarwarehouse.com.  
 

By Adam & Dan Hipkin, TEA films 
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FOOD BANK AS IT IS 

 
 
Dear School Community,  
 
As many of you know I have recently written and co-directed a play called "Food Bank As It Is" 
based on my experiences managing an inner London food bank. We have now had 6 
performances, and I am very grateful to those of you who have come to see the play and given 
such positive feedback. I explain a little in the programme about why I wrote the play:  
 
"Several months into my job as a food bank worker I was already aware that many people, 
including countless children, are going hungry because the welfare benefits system is not fit for 
purpose ... People are left for weeks and even months without income. That can mean no money 
for food, heating, lighting or rent. The presence of children or vulnerable adults in a household 
makes absolutely no difference. I have met people who haven't eaten for days; mothers who are 
living on watery coffee to keep themselves going day-by-day whilst giving their children the small 
amount of food they can afford; whole families sitting in the dark and heating their food with 
candles; many, many people who have worked hard all their lives who break down in tears when 
describing the shame and humiliation they feel at finding themselves in this position. I have 
written this play because I believe that what is happening to these people, and therefore us, is 
morally unacceptable and needs to be challenged and challenged again until it stops". 
 
Our next performance will be on July 25th at Garden Court Chambers in Lincoln's Inn Fields near 
Holborn.  
To keep up to date please check our Facebook page, Food Bank As It Is, or our Twitter account 
@foodbankasitis.  
Or email me at taraosman@btinternet.com and I will tell you how to book. 
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Two workshop opportunities for the Autumn term 
at The St Michael Steiner School 
 

 
Biography as a Path of Development    

 
A series of Thursday evening talks 

from 7pm to 8.30pm 
 
We are hosting a series of Talks on 
understanding biography as a life-path 
and our individual ways of going 
through the archetypal life-phases 
with their challenges, joys and tasks, 
with Biographical Counsellor Julia 
Dvinskaya. Talks will include elements 
of workshop activities including 
question & answers and individual 
biography exercises.  

How can we become attentive to our 
own biography, to its underlying 
rhythms and forces, to ourselves and 
others in our life? What are the 
aptitudes, which we bring to this life, 
how we develop and meet our life 
tasks at different stages of our life? 
What can we do to take charge of our 
own development and our life themes 
to become more conscious about who 
we are now, how we have come to be 
who we are and have an insight into 
what we may become? These 
questions will guide our work during 
these seminars. 

If you would like to do some 
preparatory reading about working 
with biography you may be interested 
to read some chapters from Phases. 
The Spiritual Rhythms in Adult Life by 
Bernard Lievegoed. Though written 
almost 40 years ago it still holds the 
foundation for this work. 
 
 

 

 
7 - 8 October 

The St Michael Steiner School  
  

EXPLORE HEALING VOICES FROM 
ALL AROUND THE WORLD 

and 
Discover a new Multicultural Approach 

to the Therapeutic Power of Singing 
  

Come and explore 
how World Voices can stimulate the 
healing energies of our life forces, 

and bring into movement any blocked 
energies that are causing imbalance 

so that the whole human being is 
nourished through singing 

and 
how different World Voices uniquely 

address specific aspects of our 
— Body — Mind — Soul and — Spirit. 

  
For more details see the leaflet on the 

School notice board. 

 
To book or for any enquiries 

email info@tonalismusic.co.uk or ring 
01666-890460 
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1. 19th October: Overview of life-
phases, planetary influences, 
particular points in human 
biography, turning points and 
development process in human 
biography. 

 
2. 16th November: The twelve human 

senses.  The first three life-phases 
(0-7, 7-14, 14-21) and role of these 
years in how we later form and 
develop relationships with 
ourselves and with others.  

 
3. 18th January:  The focus of this 

Talk will be determined after the 
first two, responding to the wishes 
of the attending group. 

 
Julia Dvinskaya works as a 
Biographical Counsellor and also gives 
talks and biography workshops.  
Further information about Julia can be 
found at 
www.mylifeandicounselling.com 
  
Bookings must be made in advance via 
the School office.   
£25 for the series of talks, or £10 for 
each session booked individually.   

 
 

 

 

mailto:info@stmichaelsteiner.hounslow.sch.uk
http://www.stmichaelsteiner.hounslow.sch.uk/
http://www.mylifeandicounselling.com/

